
PHILIP $ SHERIDAN,

, Ho Assumes Command of the Army

An Epitome of His Services.

On the first of the current month the
"Hero of Winchester" "was duly installed at
TFadilnston as the fourteenth commander of
of all the amies oWhe United States. Thcro
was no coremony about the transfer. The day
Taforo the 1st, General Shoridau reached the
capital, accompanied by his personal staff, and
vras mot at the depot by tho Enpueer Coninris-rion- or

of tho District of Columbia, Major Ly-dook- or.

and ouo or two othor officers, going to
Lyfiockor's liouso as his gncst for a few days.
In tho aftoruoon he called upon tho Secretary
of War and General Shorman at tho War De-

partment to pay his respects simply. The next
day Gonoral Sherman performed his last official
aot by amply writing a general order, by
which he turned over the command of the
array of tho United States to his successor, and
Gaaoral Shoridan wrote his first order assum-
ing command. General Sherman introduced
tho staff officers of the Department to his suc-
cessor, and the chiefs of bureaus of the Navy,
which are ojiarterodin the same building, "wcro
likewise presented. There was no speechmak-in- g,

nor expressions of satisfaction or regret,
Buoh as would have been profuse on a civil oc-cati-

but it was done as a simple every-da- y

auair.
A CHAT WITH LITTLE PHIL.

A representative of The National Tuibune
called yesterday upon the new commander.
"JJfailePlril " is not quite so slight in form now
as ho was in lS6i-'6-5. With years his form has
rounded out somewhat, but notso much as to im-
pair tbequickaess ofaction and alertness ofnian-norwhi-ch

has always been a noticeable charac-
teristic of the man. His fifty years havonot yet
tid upon his wiry vigor of body or keenness of
parceptiou. His complexion is ruddy, his eyes
dark, with beard and moustache iron-gra- y. Ho
is oaiy about five and a half feet in height,
Tiut his body and head are like those a stalwart
man of six feet. His low stature ccracs rather
'from his shortness of limb, and, as he sits in
his office and turns half-wa- y round on a re-volv-

chair, his visitor is impressed with his
appearance. His head is large, rising above a
jBsseivG chest, and, more than all, the leonine
fcatwrcs of the man betoken tho great com-maud- cr.

" Are you fairly settled yet ? " was asked of
the General.

"Oh, yes!" he said; "here at the Depart-
ment. I am surrounded by my oidstaff, yoasee.
We have not yet moved to our own house, but
are stall with MajorLydecker."

After chatting cheerily for a few minutes
chouVrarions things, the writer told the Gen-
eral that he would like to tell the readers of
The National Telbfne how he looked, as so
sziany years had passed since many of them had
scan him on the field or in camp. He colored
a Utile, and said: ' Oh ! well;" then, hesitat-
ing a moment, ho said: "You know I am a
member of the Grand Army."

Ho alluded pleasantly to the fact that a
strong Post was in existence at Fort Leaven-
worth.

A brief outline of the life of the man will be
read with interest at this time. It would take
a volume to toll it a!L and would naturally in-

volve a complete history of the last campaign
Bgafast the rebellion.

SKEEIDAN'S CACHES.
He was born at Somerset, Perry county, O.,

Harck G, 1831, and is, therefore, in his
HewassenttoWestPoint,and

,got into trouble very soon because he did not
propose to 1)9 imposed upon. "Litflo Phil"
was, indeed, a mite of a oountry boy in those
cays, and the treatment to which he was

fighting qualities. Eatherthan
Am ran over by an insolent cadet he struck out
from the shoulder so vigorously that the other
man rotirod for repairs, and his diminutive as-Esfl-

was suspended and sent home for a va-
cation not put down in the catalogue. On this
acootmt ie was graduated with the class of
1B53 instead of 1S52, with which he entered.
. Tears ago the writer heard the General tell a

touching anecdote relative to this affair, and
2iow his heart failed him when he reached
Ihome at toe grief of his mother, who thought

T

."lie was disgraced for life. Little did she im-"- -"

aginefhcn that she would live to see her son's
name shine in that select galaxy of great mili-
tary chieftains to whose number the whole
world's history has added scarcely more than
hair a dozen stars.

Young Sheridan was assigned to the First
infantry as a brevet second lieutenant July 1,
lB53,and soon afterwards was sent to Texas.
In 1555 he began his active life as a soldier,
heinjj ordered to the Pacific Coast and taking
part in the campaign against tlie Yakima In-
dians in Washington Territory.

At the battle of the Cascades, March 25, 1656,
he firstshowed his military genius. The Indians
had attacked tho blockhouse at the Cascades of
tlie Columbia, and the force within held out,
hatwere vastly outnumbered and hard pressed.
A&roeTras sent to relieve the garrison and
'xafae the siege, of which Sheridan had the ad-
vance. He found the Indians in strong force,
hut he so maneuvered as to surprise and cut off
a large number of the chiefs, routing their fol-
lowers and relieving the beleaguered company
within the stockade. General Scott eonipli-znonto-d

him for this action in general orders.
He had been placed in command of the escort

of Williamson's scientific expedition from Sac-
ramento to the Valley of the Columbia the pre-
vious year, but, although the duty was import-
ant and perilous, nothing happened of a serious
nature.

In the meantime he was promoted to tho
Fourth infantry, and remained in the far
northwest till the fall of 1661, when, as captain
of the Thirteenth infantry, he was ordered to
the southwest. In November and December
of that year he was engaged in St. Louis, audit-
ing accounts growing out of Fremont's admin-
istration, and then was assigned to the duty of
chief quartermaster of tho Army of Southwest
Missouri.

He was in the Pea Eidge campaign, in March,
1BG2, but not as an active combatant. He had
charge of the transportation and supplies for
the army. Soon after this event lie was re-"-"
lieved. This was brought about by a differ-
ence of opinion as to the propriety of stealing
horses from the people of Missouri, between
General Curtis and himself. The former order-
ed Captain Sheridan to take what was at hand,
but the latter represented that the people of
this section were on the fence, and at that time
'it was uncertain whether they would go with
the Union or the Confederacy. He thought the
Govornment had better not appear, under the
ciroamstances, as a plunderer, but could mako
a good impression by a display of its ability to
purchase what it needed. Curtis persisted, and
Shoridan replied that ho would not bo made a
"jayhawker by anybody's orders." Curtis
"preferred charpes of disobedience, which were
droaped, and Sheridan went away to the Co-jin- th

campaign as Hallock's quartermaster.
THE TUENING POINT.

Kay 25, 1S92, perhaps, was the turning point
in tho young officer's career, for from the labo-
rious hut not brilliant duties of a quartermas-,to- r,

he was called to the command of the Second
cavalry regiment of Michigan by the governor
of iiiat State. As colonel of this gallant regi-
ment of volunteers he had a chance to show
what was in him. He did not have long to
wait for active operatkmE, for three days after
he tok oteaicaiid of his regiment he was off on
TMiftte raid to Booncville, and May 2Kfhe was
after the rebels fleeing from Corinth.

He won Ms elans July 1, of tfcat year, when
he had only been a month and five days in the
field, by his brilliant action at tho second
battle of Eoonevillc. He had a small bri-
gade composed of two regiments, and was
auacked by the Confederates nndor Chalmers,
who had eleven regiments. Granger, who was
some miles away, being notified of tho
Ktwition, telegraphed to Sheridan to fall back
snAm-ehi- s transportation. Tho latter thought,
however, he knew a trick that was novel
to the rebels ; so he engaged them seriously in
front, fighting steadily, inthemeantimc sending
two companies of sabers on a wide detour to
the rear of the enemy, as well as a small force

pon the flank. At a given signal, tho two
companies in the rear broke upon the aston-
ished Confederates, who were charged in front
and flank at the Eamc time, and, thinking they
were hemmed in by superior numbers, ran for
their lives. The retreat hecame a perfect
scramble and the victory was complete. For
this Sheridan was made a brigadier-gener- al of
volunteers to date from that day.

at rEMiwn.i.E.
At the battle of Pcrryville, on the 8th of

October, he commanded a division, having
been trau2ferred to tho Army of the Ohio.
Ho held tho key to the Federal position,

1'lPMy' m

and gained new laurels. It was at Stone
Hiver, however, that it first became evi-
dent how great were the fighting quali-
ties of the young goneral, who was but
thirty-tw- o years of age, and naturally sus-

pected of rashness by the staid old directors of
thoNation's military affairs at that time. Here,
when the Union right was doubled up and
wiped ont, by Bragg's starting out to fight his
own battle according to his own plan and not
that of Kosecrans, Sheridan formed his division
in two sides of a square, and took the brnnt of
the attack of the whole rebel army. Eosecrans,
seeing a chance to still win the battle if Sheri-
dan could hold on till he reformed his lines,
gent word to him to stick. He need nothavo told
him to fight, but ho did not know him then so
well as Grant knew him afterwards. However,
Sheridan saved tho Union army from utter de-

struction, not withdrawing till the new lino in
his rear was ready to fight. His loss was fear-
ful in this deadly struggle, his three brigade
commanders being killed. Rosecrans in his
report gave him tho creditof whathchad done.
He was made a major-geucr- al of volunteers to
date from this battle..

At Chickamauga he fought with his old gal-

lantry, making a wide detour and rescuing his
division from a perilous situation when it was
apparently abont to be crushed.

MISSIONARY KIDGE. ,.

After the battle at Chickamauga Sheridan led
the charge up Missionary Eidge, Ho had re-

ceived an order to take tho rifle pits at the
foot of tho hill and advanced fighting till
an open spaco of several hundred yards at
the base of the ridge was reached. He was
methy a galling fire from tho batteries on tho
crest, and half way np there wero othor rifle
pits as well as those at tho bottom. He was in
doubt what his order meant. He told the men
to stop and rest, and sent back word to know
whether he was to take only tho rifle pits at
the foot of the ridge. He thought ho could
take the ridge itself. Tho answer was so long
coming that he decided not to lie still under
such an annoying fire, and, giving tho word of
command, ho led tho charge in person across
the open, over the rifle pits, at the foot, up
tho hill after the Tebels, who had fled to another
line further on, over this and to the batteries
on the crest, sweciune the enemy clear off the
heights. When he was nearly at the top the
answer to the question came, to the effect that
he might try the ridge if ho thought he could
taneic

He went next on the march to 'Knoxvillo to
release Burnside, who was effectually bottled
np within its defenses.

In MaTch, 1864, Sheridan's fortunes led him
to a wider field of action. Grant applied for
his transfer to the Army of the Potomac, and
mado him chief of cavalry. His activity was
a new experience to Leo and "Jeb" Stuart.
His first duty was npou tho flanks during all
tho battles of the Wilderness, which occupied
him till May 8 of that year, when his force was
withdrawn, and the next morning ho was off
on his famous expedition to Eichmond, cutting
loose from his base of supplies and infantry
support for nearly three weeks. He destroyed
railroads, depots, trains aud lines of communi-
cation of vital importance to the Confederates,
liberated 100 prisoners, actually took the outer
works of Eichmond, defeating tho rebels at
Yellow Tavern, where J. E. B. Stuart was mor-
tally wounded. He could not carry the inner
line of works, they being too strong for assault;
so, getting no help from tho other side of the
city from Butler, who was stopped on the
James, ho withdrew. Ho rebuilt Meadow
Bridge under fire and crossed the Chicka-homin- y.

In duo time he rejoined the army by
way of White House and Hanover Court-Hous- e.

This expedition was in such force and
moved so swiftly that it resulted in withdraw-
ing all the rebel cavalry from the vicinity of
Grant's transportation, about which it had
been hovering with wishful demonstrations.

Eesuming the advance of the army, Sheridan
fought the battle of Hawe'sShop May 23 and
occupied Cold Harbor on the 31st, where he
held the position till the infantry arrived,
when he again moved on, the pioneer of Grant's
army.

ANOTHEE TLANK MOVEMENT.
On the 7th of June he again boldly detached

two divisions from the army and started around
Lee's left. His object was the destruction of
the enemy's communications by way of the
Virginia Central and the Fredericksburg Eail-road-s.

which he accomplished for miles, en-
countering and defeating Wade Hampton at
Louisa Court-Hous- e. Ho confronted Hamp-
ton again, near Gordonsville, but would not be
coaxed to fight, so the Confederates claimed it
as a victory for them. The fact was that Sheri-
dan had done so much fighting his ammunition
was running low, and he dared not expend it all
and leave himself defenseless in the heart of
an enemy's territory, cut off from supply.
Again, Hampton had been by in-
fantry since his drubbing at Louisa Court-Hous- e,

and Sheridan had only cavalry.
He rejoined the army June 19.
His advance, in the estimation of his supe-

riors and the country, had been steady, and,
though still a young man, he was placed in
command, temporarily, of the middle military
division, which was constituted, Augus 7,
from the middle department and the depart-
ments of Washington, West Virginia and tho
Susquehanna. Ho was still considered too
young an officer to place in such a responsible
position definitely, but the experiment was
made to see if he could handle it.

He had ordera not to risk a battle, because
Early, who confronted him now in his new
command, was believed to be about 40,000
strong. Again, the mission of Sheridan on tho
Shenandoah was primarily to sec that tho reb-
els did not take advantage of Grant's cam-
paign against Eichmond to invade the 27orth
and capture Washington or Philadelphia.
Should Sheridan risk a battle and be worsted,
the National Capital would be at tho mercy of
the enemy and the siege of Eichmond would
be raised once more. Early, however, was ed

too far down the valley to suit the pur-
poses of General Grant, who wauted to nse tho
Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad and the canal, so
he visited Sheridan, who induced him to Be-

lieve he could safely take the initiative. Sher-
idan had learned that Early, believing that he
did not mean to attack him, had sent away a
division and ho wanted to fight him while ho
was thus weakened.

Grant simply eaid, "Go in;" and he says in
his report that he never found it necessary af-
terward to visit Sheridan before giving him
orders.

117 THE VALLEY.
This interview and Grant's laconic order led

to the hattle at Opcquon Creek, September 19,
1SG4, whore Early was utterly defeated and
gathered his routed forces in "a strongly forti-
fied position at Fisher's Hill, further up the
valley. It seems that Sheridan here fought
Early's entire army, for the troop3 detached
had been brought back before tho battle. In
this engagement 3,000 Confederates were taken
prisoners.

Three days later Sheridan, by a piece of strat-
egy not unlike his affair two years before at
Booncville, drove Early from Fisher's Hill and
chased his army up the valley. Tho rebels
were so demoralized that everything that could
be thrown away was left to accelerate their
escape, for Sheridan, after whipping an enemy,
always followed him as far as ho could see a
coat-ta- il in front. For this ho was appointed a
brigadier-genera- l of the Eegular army, and
placed in permanent commaud of the division.

The Shenandoah Valley had, from tho first,
been tho granary of the Confederate army in
Virginia, and General Grant felt the necessity
of reducing it to a condition where it could
not bo drawn upon for supplies to feed
the enemy. He had instructed Hunter accord-
ingly, and, when Sheridan succeeded to the
command, the instruction was turned over to
him. The valley was now laid desolate, there-
fore, as far as grain and forage wero concerned,
Early not being able to interfere.

We como now to tho most romantic period of
Sheridan's military career, familiar to every
schoolboy, embalmed in tho rugged rhvthm
of tho poem which will never cease to thrill
tho human heart as long as tho English tonguo
shall be a living language. Still, however
powerful the picture of " Sheridan's Bide," it
can never portray tho dramatic events of that
day. It takes a veteran who was there, aud with-
out knowing why or how he did it, acted tho
part of a hero where an hour before ho had
been fleeing from fear of death and destruc-
tion, to realize the significance of Sheridan's
arrival on that field at tho very moment ho
came.

To go back: While the crops of tho valley
were being destroyed, Early was busy embody-
ing another force. Sheridan was summoned to
Washington by tho Secretary of War for con-
sultation, and started, with part'of his cavalry,
for any little fighting he might have a chance
to do on the way. He left General Wright in
command, and when one day out ho was over-takq-n

by a message from Wright, inclosing a
dispatch taken from tho rebel siguals by our
men, who had discovered their system. It
purported to be fxom Xongstreet to Early, say

-..
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ing: M Be ready as soon as my forces join you,
and wo --will crush Sheridan."

Sheridan at first thought it was only a ruse,
but upon further reflection decided to send
back the cavalry to Wright, telling him h6
would return as soon as ho could from Wash-
ington, and if in tho meantimo tho rebels
should attack him ho could whip them. Tho
commander then came on to tho capital, did
his business quickly, and started back to his
army, reaching Winchester late on the night
of October IS, where ho slept. Early in tho
morning ho was awakened by the sound of
cannonading from the direction of Cedar Creek,
where the army lay, but did not atfirst think
seriously of it, because a recounaissauco had
been ordered for that day. He rose, however,
and was soon in'tho saddle. By this time tho
firing grow heavier and ho hurried forward,
accompanied by a few staff officers. When out
six or seven miles ho met the advance guard of
the fugitives, who told an appalling talo of the
utter surprise and defeat of" tho Union troops.
Ho at once sent back his aids to order Edwards,
who was in command at Winchester, to stretch
out his brigade across tho roads to stop the
Etragglers. Thon began the rido in earnest till
the field was reached. Sheridan, hat in hand,
rodo along tho lines, shouting to the men:
" This would not have happened if I had been
here! Turn back! We aro going to our old
camp-groun- d to-nig- Wo aro not whipped!
We'll give them a hell of a whipping yot!"

AN APPARITION.

It seems that many of tho soldicra had not
known he was away, but they know it now.
His black horse was white with foam and tho
rider was dust-covere- d from head to foot. To
those bewildered and beaten troops his appear-
ance was like a sword offiro to strengthen them
and confuse their enemies. They wero in-

fused with enthusiasm at tho courage and con-

fidence of their returned leader. They firmly
believed that they could not be whipped under
tho guidance ofsnch a commander. Tho
stragglers picked up their guns and filled their
belts with ammunition. They took thoir
places in lino once more, and again,
by but a single man, that army was invincible.

The pages of history are muto when a prece-
dent for such an event is sought. In the
morning two-third- s of an army routed and dis
organized. In the evening its victorious enemy
of a few hours before beaten and defeated with
disaster by the assistanco of but one other man.

It reads like a romance, but the truth of it
is well vouched for. One has only to read tho
account of the battle of Cedar Creek in The
National Tribune of September 13th, and
the accompanying letters from participants in
thi.t engagement, to see how the arrival of
Sheridan upon the field wrung victory from
the very jaws of defeat.

Having received tho thanks of Congress and
the appointment asmajor-gcner- al in the Eegular
army for this achievement, he rejoined Grant be-

fore Eichmond. He commanded at Five Forks,
and would have closed the war on the spot prac-
tically had not the miscarriage of Warren
allowed the Confederate army to escape. As
it was, this decisive itfclo necessitated the
abandonment of Petersburg by Lee, and Sheri-
dan followed in hot pursuit to Sailors Creek,
where G.000 Confederates wero captured. He
confronted Lee's retreating army at Appomat-
tox, and on the 9th of April, 1865, was about
to attack, when a white flag in his front
caused him to desist, and was followed by tho
surrender of the bulwark of the rebellion to
the victorious Union arms.

since the wae.
May 17,1865, he was placed in command of the

military division of the Southwest, and of that
of the Gulf June 27; of the department of the
the Gulf August 618C6, and of the fifth mili-
tary district, composed of Louisiana and Texas,
March 11, 1SG7. Ho was transferred to the de-
partment of the Missouri September 12, 1867
where he remained till March 27, 18G9, when,
being made lieutenant-genera- l, to rank from
March 4, 1SG9, ho was given command of the
military division of Missouri, with headquar-
ters at Chicago.

He did efficient tervice in preserving order
after the great conflagration at Chicago in 1871.

In 1875 he was sent to 2few Orleans during
tho political disturbances, where ho restored
order, and again returned to Chicago. Ho re-
mained there till he bid adieu to the city,
where he had resided so long, to come to Wash-
ington last week.

About nine years ago he married a daugh-
ter of General Backer, of the army. Mrs.
Sheridan is consideraby the junior of the Gen-
eral, and is now in thei full bloom of young
womanhood. She is a lady of conspicuous
beauty, of medium height, pearly complexion,
eyes that look alternately blue and black, with
wonderful vivacity, and is in every way destined
to be one of the leading ladies of tho capital.

General Sheridan is less interested in hi3
battles now than in his children, and the old
campaigner would rather be asked abouthis boy
than about the brightest gem in his crown of
militaryhonors. Hehasfonrchildren, the eldest
a girl, nearly eight years old, then the famous
twins, Irene and Louise, little fairies, of six, and
Phillip Henry Jr., of three and a half.

Tho General's Chicago friends emphasized
their admiration for him by purchasing a resi-
dence here and having the deed made out in
his name. It was built by Judge Aldis, of the
French-America- n Claims Commission, who sold
it to the General's friends for It is a
three-stor-y brick on Ehode Island avenue,
more calculated for comfort than elegance, and
here General Sheridan is to take possession in
a few days, the people of Washington hope, to
never again change his base nor be disturbed by
an enemy.

Reunion at Osborne, Kan.
Special Correspondence National Tribune;.

A soldiers' Ecunion was held at Osborne,
En., on tho 18th and 19th of October, Under
the auspices of O. M. Mitchell Post, G. A. E.,
and Woman's Belief Corps of Osborne. On
account of tho rain on the lGfch and 17th it was
thought the Eeunion would prove a failure,
but the morning of the 18th opened bright and
clear, and at an early hour the old soldiers be-
gan to arrive, and as fast as they came in they
were taken in charge by the members of the
Post, 2cording to previous arrangements, that
all should bo entertained free of charge. In
the evening all mot at the court-hous- e, whero
a rousing Camp-fir- o was held, at which Com-
rade Hanback (Congressman from our district)
presided, to whose tact and Teady wit is duo in
a great measure the success of tho evening.
Many of tho boys wero called out to relato
their experience daring their sojourn in tho
sunny South. Some told of deeds of valor per-
formed among the poultry of the Southern
plantations; others told of
from tho bullet or shell or the horrors of prison
life; again, others told of their fleetness when
on retreat and (not) pursued by the rebels
At a late hour all returned to await tho morn-
ing of the 19th, which opened cloudy and
rainy, but at noon the Hue of march was taken
up for Goodlad's Grove, where tho cooks had
already been for several hours preparing the
dinner. When tho army reached the grovo,
Comrade Farwell, as president of tho old sol-
diers' association, called tho soldiers around
the stand and introduced Comrado Saxoy, who
delivered the address of welcome, which wa3
listened to with marked attention, after which
the principal exorcise of the day was an-
nounced. That was tho dinner, consisting of
pork, beans, crackers, and coffeo, and such
other provisions ai wero necessary to form a
good square meal, all of which had been pro-
vided by tho Post and Corps. After dinner in-
teresting addresses woro mado by Comrado
Hanback and Colonel Whitney, of Cawker,
after which tho Eeunion adjourned, and all
repaired to their homes, well pleased with tho
exorcises. &ix.

Reunion of First Massachusetts Cavalry.
Tho annual Eeunion of tho First Massachu-

setts Cavalry Association took place in Boston,
Mass., on the 31st ult. Tho members of iho
organization, to the number of fifty, assembled
at tho armory of tho National Lancers at 4.
o'clock, and spent two hours or more in talking
over old times in tho field. At 6:30 the meet-
ing was called to order, and tho reports of the
secretary and treasurer read. Tho election of
offifcers resulted as follows: President, Horace
Binuoy Sargent; vice-presiden- Major Charles
G. Davis, A. A. Sherman, William Barker,
Major L. IT.Duchesney, George Cavnagh; secre-
tary and treasurer, E. A. Smith. At tho close
of tho business meeting, tho comrades marched
to thoEevcro House, whore tho annual banquet
was served. Among those present wero Gen.
Chamberlain, Major Slade, Commander Evans,
G. A.E., and Capt. Horace Xemp. A letter
from Gen. Sargent, now absent in California,
was read.

Eeunion of Company D, Sixth Michigan Cayalry.
Company D, Sixth Michigan cavalry, held

their third annual Ecunion at Perry, Mich.,
on tho 19th ult. About 10.30 a. in. tho boys
fell into line, headed by the Linden baud, and
marched to tho front of tho M. E. church,
Where tho meeting was called to order, and

Eov. F. Strong offoredti fervent prayer, after
which Eov. Haihlinton1 dclivorcd an eloquent
address of welcome, vjhich was fittingly re-
sponded to by I5r. Fox. Eov. C. Simpson, for-

merly tho chaplain of the Sixth Michigan, gavo
a brief address on tho liistory of that regiment.
Then followed music and singing. Tho veter-
ans then adjourned to tho basement of tho
chnrch, whero a warm dinner awaited them.
Before leaving tho tables three cheers wcro
given tho ladies of Perry for tho bountiful din-
ner thoy had so tastefully and gracefully
served. A business meeting was held and offi-

cers wero olectcd for tho ensuing year. Tho
day was bright and beautiful and ono of enjoy-
ment. An interesting featuro of the day was
tho appcarauco of Old Prince, tho war horse,
owned by Lieutenant Kanouso, of tho Sixth
Michigan cavalry. He is twenty-oig- ht years of
age, and is a fine looking horse yet The next
Eeunion will bo held at Fentonvillo, Mich,

The Excursion to Shlloli, Tcnn.
To tho Editor National Tribune:

In answer to innumerable letters, I wish to
inform comrades that the excursion to Shiloh
will not bo confined to Anybody
may go. It will bo conducted upon tho very
strictest rules of propriety, and no drinking or
carousing will bo permitted under any circum-
stances. The steamers have no bars, and no
liquors will be allowed on boaTd. Tho passenger
book will be open about January, and staterooms
assigned, first, to gentlemen accerapanied by
their wives ; second, to ladies ; third, to the aged
or crippled. Each steamer will comfortably
accommodate 150 passengers, about half of
whom will be assigned cots in tho cabin. The
steamers are all first class in every respect. G.
A. E. and other organizations who cannot como
to EvansYillo over the P. D. and E. Eailway,
but wish to make their own railroad contracts,
will receive a rato from Evansvillo by writing
to us. Nearly all railroads in the Northwest
will sond round trip tickets to Peoria, Decatur
and other points on the P. D. and E. at half
rato upon presentation of our ticket.

Comrades, the excursion will bo a grand suc-

cess. All over the country comrades and their
friends are preparing to go. Several Grand
Army Posts will go in a body, and one party
from Indiana want a wholo boat. Wo expect
to get enough Iowa boys with their wives to
fill auother steamer. A number of general
ofiicers on duty in Washington have already
asked for passage. While tho means of trans
portation at Pittsburg Landing aro limited,
we will do the best wo can to havo wagons and
horses for those who desire to avail themselves
of this mode of transportation. A number of
bands have already tendered their services, so
there will be plenty of music.

Eespcctfully,
C. A. Ktjhl,

Corresponding Secretary.
W. H. Bates, Superintendent.

Peion, III., November 2.

Reunion at Ple&santon, Kan.
On tho 25th ult. (the nineteenth anniversary

of tho battle of Mine Creek) the early train
brought a largo number of visitors to Plcas-anto- n,

Kan., to attend tho Eeunion held at
that place. Fully 3,000 visitors wero in the
city from the surrounding country by noon.
Among the visitors were Colonel Moxon, of
the Fifty-eight- h Hlinois ; Colonel I. C. Hogan,
of Vernon county, Mo., and Captain Hayncs, of
Fort Scott. The officer of the day, Hon. Ed.
E, Smith, was indefatigable in his efforts to
mako the affair a success, which he did in spite
of the bad weather. In the morning a gather-
ing was held in Cross' Hall, and songs, stories,
,and addresses agreeably occupied tho time un
til afternoon, when tie crowd repaired to--
tho grounds, whero a stand had been erected
for the speakers i and seats arranged for 2,000.
Hons. J. D. Snoddy, Tlieo. Botkin, W. E. Bid-di- e,

and Colonel Mosoni addressed tho assem-
blage, and the exercises .were varied by familiar
army songs. In the evening the town hallwas
crowded. Musicboth vocal and instrumental,
interspersed the addresses. Among those who
addressed the veterans wero Eov. W. B. Po'in-set- t,

Hon. Ed. E. Smith, .Selwvn Douglass, E.
O. Gibbons, S. F. Cope, and W. E. Biddle.
After the meeting tho veterans left for their
homes well pleased with thoir first Eeunion,
and determined to make the one next year tho
grandest soldiers' Ecunion over held in tho
West.

p

Reunion at Baxter Springs, Kan.
Tho Eeunion at Baxter Springs, Kan., on

the 4th, 5th, and 6th October, was a great suc-
cess. The old -- camping ground north of the
city was used, and a fine, military camp was
laid off, with streets running parallel and at
right angles with each other. Good tents were
supplied from Kansas City and other points.
Every accommodation that could be made was
prepared for the veterans. Every train that
arrived brought its hundreds, and by the after-
noon of the Gth there were, by tho lowest esti-
mation, 15,000 people in the camp. Addresses
were made by Colonel Hallowell and Hon. B.
W. Perkins. T. J. Anderson, Department Com-

mander of Kansas, was present for two days,
and he, in connection with tho Modoc Club, of
Topeka, helped materially to make the affair a
success. On tho afternoon of the 6th a sham
battle was fought, in which about 200 old sol-
diers on each side took a part. At the close of
the Eeunion it was resolved to hold another
meeting next year.

B

Ono Hnnurcu-
-

and Nineteenth Pennsylvania Vols.
At a meeting of the One Hundredth and

Nineteenth Pennsylvania Volunteer Asssocia-tio- n,

held in Philadelphia on Wednesday even-
ing, October 31, tho following officers wero
chosen: President, Colonel Peter C. Ellmaker;
vice-president- s, General Gideon Clark and
William M. Neall; recording secretary, John
A. Wiedersheim; corresponding secretary,
Jacob E. Scheidt; chaplain, Eev. Benjamin E.
Miller; surgeon, Philip Lcidy, M. D.; Council
of Administration, Major Charles P. Knight,
Captain Charles Noble, Eichard Eightcr, Wil-
liam Stackhouse, John Eodgers, Jacob E. Moss,
James 31. McGee, Thomas S. Keyser, Joseph
Donaldson, Captain Jacob H. Johnson, Henry
C. Dictz and George W. Johnson.

Reunion at Auburn, X. Y.

A combined Eeunion of tho Nineteenth and
Seventy-fift- h New York volunteer infantry
aud the Third New York artillery was held at
Auburn, N. Y., on tho 18th ult. After parad-
ing the streets tho veterans assembled at tho
opera house, whero addresses were mado by
Captain John Stevenson, John E. Savery, W.
M. Boot, General John B. Murray, and others.
In the evening a lecture was delivered by De-
partment Chaplain Gunning, after which tho
Eeunion ended with a Camp-fir- o in Seward
Post Tooms.

Maryland Confederate Cavalry Reunion,
The fifteenth annual Eeunion and banquet of

companyA, First Maryland Confederate cavalry,
was held on the 31st ult. at the Howard House,
Ellicott City, Md. Among those pre?ent wero
Hammond Dorsoy, Capt. Thos. Griffith, L. J.
Watkins, Trusten Polk, E. Brent Crano, John
E,Eidgely, E.Linthicum, Pulaski Dorsoy, An-
drew Dorscy.W.TC. Forsytho, E. L. Thompson,
Dorsoy Thompson, Edgar L. Tschiffely, John
C. Clagotfc, F. C. Slingluff, John Cavey, John
M. Heigh. The following woro elected oflicors
for the ensning year: President, Capt. Thos.
Griffith ; secretary, Fielder C. Slingluff. It was
decided to held the next meeting in Baltimore.
Tho members dined together. The only toast
proposed was by L. J. Watkins, "To tho Lato
Eidgely Brown, First Captain of the Company,
and to all Deceased Members." Eesponded to
by F. C. Slinglufi; Judgo Dorsey, Edwin Lin-thicu- m

and others.1 Tho' invited guests pre-
sent were Judgo Dofcsoy, 5ohn G. Eogers, Thos.
L. Maclin, J. M. Delashmutt, Judgo D. W.
Worthington, Wm.G. Sykes and J. Harwood
Watkins.

REUNION . NOTES. '

At a meeting of ,ihe One Hundred and Nine-
teenth Pennsylvania Volunteer Association, in
Philadelphia on the 31st ult., tho following wero
chosen officers: President Colonel Pctor C.
Ellmaker; vice-presiden- ts, General Gideon
Clark and William N. Neall; recording secre-
tary, John A. Wiedersheim; corresponding
secretary, Jacob E. Schcidt; chaplain, Eev.
Benjamin E. Miller; surgeon, Phillip Loidy,
M. D.

It is proposed to hold a Eeunion of tho
Seventh Illinois veteran volunteer infantry at
Springfield, 111., on tho 16th of February, 1831,
tho twenty-secon- d anniversary of tho capture
of Fort Donelsou,

it, .
Chelsea Soldiers' Home.

The annual meeting of tho trustees of the
Soldiers' Homo was held at the homo in Chel-
sea, Mass., November 2d. The treasurer re-port- ed

that tho income from July 25, 18S2, to
July, 1883, amounted to $12,475.14? received,
$27,291.56; total, $69,776,75; expenditures,
$37,884,58; cash on hand $31,882.17. Admis-
sions during tho year, 156; died, 21 j deserted,
& ; discharged, 64.

TffiLAW $T FAULT,

Pension Attorneys and the Legislation

Limiting Their Fees.

Tho publications recently made in tho daily
press and tho recent utterances of Commis-
sioner Dudley in regard to the methods pursued
by irresponsible pension attornoys of collecting
thoir fees, so far as possible, in advance, and then
incontinently letting their clients' cases tako
care of themselves, have directed public atten-
tion anew to tho inconsistencies, defects, and
positive injustice of tho present law limiting
the fees of claim agents, and it is the general
opinion of those who are acquainted with tha
law and its workings, that instead of affording
our pensioners tho protection it was designed
to bestow, it has exposed them to a greater ex-
tent than before to tho wiles and tricks of un-
scrupulous attornoys.

It is of interest, therefore, at the present mo-
ment, to traco tho history of the legislation
touching claim agents' fees and showhow it camo
about that a law which was calculated to protect
the interests of tho pensioner at the samo time
that it guaranteed to the attorney a reasonablo
compensation for his labor thus presenting an
inducement to attornoys of ability and integ-
rity to engage in this branch of the legal pro-
fession was hastily repealed, and, in spite of
the protests of the best-inform- ed statesmen in
Congress, a buncombe law enacted in its stead.
Prior to 1870 tho only law regulating attor-
neys' fees was that of 1864, which limited tho
feo to ten dollars, but applied only to pensions
granted under that act, which were compara-
tively few in number, leaving, as regards tho
great mass of pension cases, no limit as to tho
feo which tho claim agent might charge. To
supply this omission a bill was introduced at
tho second session of the Forty-fir- st Congress
(1870) to permanently fix tho fees of attorneys,
and the Senate and House not agreeing as to
its provisions, a Conference Committee was ap-
pointed, which, after consultation with leading
attorneys, reported to the House in favor of
making tho sections relating to fees read as
follows :

tiik $23 peb bill.
Section 7. And be it further enacted, That the fee

of agents and attorneys for the preparation and
prosecution of a claim for pension or bounty land
under any or all of the various acts of Congress
grantinjj tho eamo shall not exceed in anv case tho
sum of twcnty-Gv- e dollars. It shall be the duty of
the agent or attorney of record in the prosecution
of the case, to cause to be Olcd with the Commia-sion- er

of 'Pensions for his approval, duplicate arti-
cles of agreement, without additional cost to the
claimant, setting forth the feo agreed upon, by the
parties, nnd which agreement shall be executed in
the presence of and certified by some officer com-
petent to administer oaths. In all cases where ap-
plication is made for pohsion and bounty land, and
no agreement is filed with and approved by tho
Commissioner as herein provided, the fee ahull be
ten dollars, and no more.

Section 8. And be it further enacted, That any
agent or attorney who shall, directly or indirectly,
contract for, demand, receive, or retain any greater
compensation for bis services as such agent or at-
torney in any claim for pension or bounty land
than is prescribed or allowed under the provisions
of the preceding section, shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall,
for every such offense, be fined not exceeding $500,
or imprisoned at hard labor not exceeding fivo
years, or both, in the. discretion of the court.

Section 9. And be itfurther enacted, That the Com-
missioner of Pensions shall forward the certificate
of pension granted in any case to the agent for pay-
ing pensions, where said certificate shall be made
payable, and at the same time forward there-
with one of the articles of agreement filed in tho
case and approved by the Commissioner, setting
forth the fee agreed upon between the claimant
and the attorney or agent, and where no agreement
is on file, as hereinbefore provided, he shall direct
that a fee of ten dollars only be paid such agent or
attorney.

Section 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall
be the duty of the agent paying such pension to
deduct from the amount due the pensioner theamount of fee so agreed upon or directed by the
Commissioner to be paid, where no agreement is
filed and approved, and to forward or eauce to be
forwarded to tho agent or attorney ofrecord named
in the said agreement, or in case there is no agree-
ment, to the agentprosecuting the case, the amount
of the proper fee, deducting therefrom the sura ofthirty cents in payment of his services in forward-
ing the same.

In advocating the passage of the hill in this
shape, Eepresoutative,Benjamin, of Missouri,
said:

low, In this report, we provide and make the
provision applicable to all acts granting pensions
and to all acts granting bounty lands that where
no compensation is agreed upon by the parties ten
dollars shall be the legal fee in all cases.

But wo further provide tliat the parties may havo
the privilege of contracting with the claim agents
for the prosecution of their claims to nay a fee not.
exceeding twenty-fiv- e dollars. It is also provided
that in all such coses the contract shall be executed
in duplicate, without any expense to the pensioner,
and fded with the papers with the Commis-
sioner of Pensions, and bo subject to his approval;
and that the fee specified, not exceeding twenty-fiv- e

dollars, shall be considered a legal fee unless it
is disapproved by the Commissioner of Pensions.
Then we further provide that instead of forward-
ing the pension certificate to the claim agent it
should be forwarded to the agent for the payment
of pensions, where it properly belongs, together
with one of the copies of the agreement in relation to
fees, and the agent for the payment ofpensions shall
pay the amount to the claim agent. As tho matter
now stands, the pension certificates are forwarded
to the claim agents, and they frequently withhold
them for a long time from the pensioners on one
pretext or another. "Wo provide that in no case
shall the certificates go into the hands of the claim
agents; but they shall go into tho handsof the pen-
sion agents.

Now, one word further. It seems to bo rccessary
that we should permit these parties to contract for
a larger fee than ten dollars. The cases now pend-
ing are, the most of them, of such a character as to
require extra labor to get them through; they are
suspended cases, where the agent, for tho prosecu-
tion of the pension, will not be. and perhaps can-
not afford it, at the expense and trouble of prose-
cuting them for ten dollars a case. We, therefore,
give them leave to contract for another sum, in no
case to exceed twenty-fiv- e dollars. But lest there
should he some advantage taken in some cases, wo
permit the Commissioner of Pensions to annul even
that contract, if he thinks undue influences have
been exerted upon the pensioner.

ACTION IN THE SENATE.
There was no discussion of the bill in the

House after this explanation, and the report
of tho Pension Committee was adopted. In
the Senate, when the bill as reported by the
Pension Committee camo up for adoption,
Senator Thayer, of Nebraska, moved to strike
out section nine of the original bill or section
seven of tin's bill, as now amended, and to in-
sert in lieu thereof

And be itfurther enacted, That no attorney shall
receive a larger feo than ten dollars for the prose-
cution of any claim, unless it be in such a cose as
may require laborious and extended services, and
the claimant may, in such case, prior to tho issue
of the certificate, enter into o written agreement
for further adequate compensation, which agree-
ment must be acknowledged before a proper officer
of Uie law, and by him certified to have been fully
explained and understood prior to the signature;
and the same shall be filed in the Pension Office
with the application for the pension.

This amendment was stoutly opposed by tho
Senator from Vermont, Mr. Edmunds, on tho
ground that tho result would be to renew
tho limitation of law, fixing ten dollars as
tho payment from each soldier for the prose-
cution of his claim, and to leave tho soldier at
tho mercy of tho claim agent for such an
amount as ho might contract for. " It is true,"
said ho, "tliat there are some cases whero it
would bo proper to give more than the estab-
lished fjeo". And, in reply to an inquiry from
Senator Thayer as to whether ho intended to
consider' that subject in connection with, any
bill thon pending, ho replied: "I am willing to
do So. A gentleman in this town, who is a claim
agent, in whose integrity and honor I havo
confidence, So, Senator Edmunds knew there
wcro some honest claim agents, after all. said
ho would submit us a scheme ho had presented
to tho Secretary of tho Interior or tho Com-
missioner of Pensions, when I told him wo
would act upon it in connection with somo of
tho matters before us; so that I hopo my
friend will not insist upon our deciding the
matter hero on the spur of the momentwithout
consideration."

So tho amendment of Senator Thayer was
rejected, aud tho bill passed as it camo from
the Committee of Conference.

TEE LAW REPEALED.

The $25 fee law, as it wa3 called, remained
in force until 1878, and it was conceded that it
worked well. At tho second session of tho
Forty-fift- h Congress, howover, an attempt,
vigorously opposed by all reputable claim
agents, but as strenuously urged by tho then
Commissioner of Pensions, (Mr. Bentley,) was
mado to replace it with a law limiting tho
maximum feo to $10, without any regard to tho
fact that some claims were more difficult of
proving than others, and required more labor
and a higher degree of legal ability in their
conduct. Tho bill in its original form did not
contemplate this change. As reported from
the Houso Committee on Pensions, May 24,
1878, it provided that "It shall bo unlawful for
any attorney, agent, or other person to demand
or recoive for his services in a pension case a
greater sum than. $25; that no fe contract

shall hereafter bo filed with the Commissioner
of Pensions in any case, and that in any pend-
ing case in which a feo contract has heretofore
been filed, if tho pension shall be allowed, tho
Commissioner of Pensions shall approve tho
same as to tho amount of tho fee to be paid."

Befcrenco to tho debate upon tho bill in tho
Houso show3 that-a- 3 soon it was reported Mr.
Fuller offered an amendment to Tcducc tho feo
from $25 to $10, and that a vote being at once
taken thcro wero ayes 5S, noc3 33 not a
quorum. Pending a roll-cal- l, tho bill wtfs read
again and the following colloquy occurred:

Mr. Kiddle. I think both sides would be willing
to compromiso on 15 ; S10 is too small a sum.

The Speaker, pro tempore, Tliat can be done only
by unanimous consent, tho main question having
been ordered.

Sir. Itice, of Ohio. I ask unanimous consent that
the sum be fixed at $15. Tho majority of the Com-
mittee on InvalidPensions think that S10 is entirely
too small a sum.

Tho Speaker, pro tempore. Is there objection to
the proposed modification of the amendment?

Mr. XIanna. I object.
The Speaker wa3 therefore forced to put tho

question, and the amendment was adopted by
a vote of ayes 98, noes 33, and tho bill as
amended passed without further discussion.

COKKXIKG'3 COiOIOX SEKSE.
When tho bill was reported in the Senate it

was first antagonized by Senator Conkling, and
thereupon tho following colloquy ensued :

Mr. Conkling. I speak within bonds when I say
that I have received a great many remonstrances
to a bill which I take to be this nendingbiU, espec-
ially the first section, which makes it penal. Illegal
for any agent to charge a fee greater than $10 to a
pension claimant. "Will the Senator from. "Virginia
tell me whether I am right in that?

Mr. "Withers. That Is correct.
Mr. Conkling. I have received from soldiers

not from pension agents or attorneys, but from
ofiicers and privates telegrams and letters, somo
of them I liave here in my drawer now, I nm sure,
and others I havo at band, although not in the
Senate Chamber, protesting earnestly against this
upon several grounds, and I think thev will all ap-
pear sufficiently in this statement. It Is said by
these correspondents that there Is great difficulty
now in getting competent persons, lawyers or
agents, to assume and conduct pension cases where
thcro are difficulties ; that If it is provided tliat tfcey
cannot pay to exceed S10 In any case, the result
will bo a general refusal to tako up and manage
their coses, and that although well Intontioned to
protect them, the effect will be anvthing but tliat
supposed and intended by tho originator of the
bill.

I have no knowledge abont this except that
which a bare statement of the case conveys to every
Senator; but I can readily understand that it will
oe very uiincuit to ennst any competent person In
the transaction of this business, if the party seek-
ing to enlist him has no power to asrreo to mv him
more than 10. Certainly there 13 no attempt mado
in tho bill, there coidd not be, to coeree any ono
by any injunction which we might lay upon Mm
to undertake business of thb nature.

Mr. Bayard. The fee la paid out of the pension
money when collected.

Mr. Conkling. That Is true ; In other words, It Is
to select tliu clasa of persons and. treating them 03
wards of the Nation, to assume that they are not
competent to make their own contracts. That
would be very commendable If we could see and
foresee with certainty the particulars or generali-
ties of the case, so as to make it matter of protec-
tion; but, on the other hand, if it simply insnrea
to these claimants a cold shoulder attorneys and
agents, turning away and saying, "for this pittance
we cannot do it; we are not bound to act from
charity, and this is no matter of business and there-
fore we refuse" we shall have done exactly that
which it would not be humane or ju3t to do.

I state this objection in the hope that it may at-
tract the attention of the Senator having the bill in
charge and of other Senators, and if ao. it w ill pas3
for all it is worth. Of course I have no individual
knowledge about it.

Mr. Spencer. I think this is too Important a bill
to be acted upon at this very late stage of the ses-
sion. I believe it is going to do a great injosticcto
a large and needy class of our community, those
who are entitled to pensions and havo not received
them. A great many of these persons have com-
plicated cases, and under this bill they could get
no one to look after them.

Mr. "Withers. I will remark to the Senator, as
his interest seems to be excited in behalf rather of
the pension agent?, that there is a large number
of pension agents here who advertise that they will
take all cases for the sum of 510. There is no dan-
ger whatever of the Interests of the pensioner suf-
fering in this regard- - The danger is, that for the
wont of such a law they will suffer.

PB0TEST3 PE03I SOLDIEES. .

Mr. Conkling. If the Senator will yield to me a
moment, I beg leave to read one of the telegrams
to which I referred, which I happen to find here.
The Senator will sec that it comes from no pension
agent; it comes from a colonel of a regiment and
a man of intelligence and respectability. Hear
what he says:

"The bill to reduce attorney's fees to S10 Is an in-
direct blow to pensioners. Many claimants now
cannotfind a suitable attorney to prosecute a claim,
if difficult, at even S25; to reduce the fee will mili
tate still more against the claimants by discourag-
ing agente. In the name of the wounded and dis-
eased of my former regiment, I protest against the
bill as of no benefit but a positive Injury. I am a
pensioner myself and I know.

"WnxiAjr Delxscy,
"Late Coh of l&ith New York Vols."

I may say that I have received from soldiers of
different ranks insomeinstances dispatches signed
by a large number of private soldiers this same
sort of statement. Truly these men do not tele-
graph in the interest of pension agents. They be-
lieve, I think I may assume, what they 6ay. I con-
fess, after hearing the Senator, I do not under-
stand howitcan be in the interest of any man who
has a claim to say tliat under no circumstances can
he for the sake of procuring the services of a com-
petent person agree to pay to exceed a certain sum,
whiehsumlssosmall that we can readily under-
stand the difficulty to arise from not being able to
increase it.

Mr. Spencer. It Is a well-know- n and undisputed
fact tliat the Departments here are notin sympathy
with the persons seeking to get pensions. It is the
desire of the Government, and always has been, to
mako tha pension roll as small as possible. I think
the fact that the Commissioner of Pensions and tha
Secretary of tho Interior advocate the bill is not
good reason why it should pass. As I say, they
are desirous to pay just as few pensions as pos-
sible. Each administration is inclined to make
its disbursements as small as possible, In order to
claim credit therefor from the country. I hops
that the bill will not pass.

Mr. Withers. I beg to say one thing more in this
connection, and that is, it is wonderful

Mr. Kernan. If tho Senator wfll yield a mo-
ment, I want to put a suggestion, that he may an-
swer it. I received from Brooklyn, in New York,
some days ago, both letters aqd telegrams of the
tenor of the letter read by my colleague. Being at
the Pension Office, and not being familiar with the
matter, I was led to ask the Commissioner of Pen-
sions about the subject, and I understood fromhim,
and that is what I want to say to my friend, that
the present law gave the agent $25, and that it wa3
paid out of'the money coming to the pensioner. I
told him of these things. He did say to ine, as I
understood him, that he thoughtthat wa3t6ohigh,
and S10 too low, and he thought 15, which my
friend from Virginia thinks is the" present law;
would be about right. I only state that because I
think the present law allows 25. This bill
makes the fee 10, 1 understand.

Mr. "Withers said it did, and took occasion to
assert that the bill was being strongly opposed
by the pension attorneys,

Mr. Christiancy. Like the Senator from New
Tork.Xhave received several communications, sev-
eral protests in fact, by way of letters, against the
passage of this bill, and from pensioners and from
those who have claims for pensions; and after
looking into the subject I am entirely satisfied that
tho bill proposed, and that even the law as It now
Is, tends to prevent a great many worthy men from
obtaining pensions at all by preventing them from
obtaining competent attorneys to attend to their
business. I believe that the law would be better
without any such limitations whatever, or if any
limitation be made, let It be left to the Coramis-sion- er

of Pensions when he allows the pension to
state how much the attorney shall have. A pro-
vision of that kind might answer; but we all know
that in some pension coses there is a great deal of
work for an attorney to do, while in other cases
there is very little. In some cases the questions
are difficult, while in other cases they are easy..
Tljose dfficult cases will not be taken by compe-
tent counsel for any such limited feo as this, and
the result is that the claimant loses hi3 pension
entirely.

Mr. Withers. There ore a number of pension
agents here who are perfectly willing to prosecute
these pension cases at tho sum fixed in tho-bil- l, eo
tliat I do not think the objection is well (alien, and
it at least resolves itself into the question whether
the legislation shall bo in tho interest of the pen-
sioners or tho agenta of the pensioners.

18 IT WHOLESOME LEGISLATION.
Mr. Conkling. May I inquire of the Senator,

does he think it wholesome legislation to so pro-
vide, first, that everybody shall bo driven to em-
ploy pension agents here, and then coming hero
shall be confined to those who choose to advertise
that they will accept coses at 10 each? The Sen-
ator has not lived so long without learning that
one ofthe dearest of all commodities Is cheap law.
Tho Senator would not like to be confined, if ho
were to employ legal agents to do his business, to
those who would advertise to do it for less than
somebody else, and particularly if thoy were those
confined to a special locality.

But notwithstanding tha strong arguments
presented against the bill, it was passed with-
out further discussion, by a vote of 41 yeas to
9 nays, as follows :

Yeas, 41. Allison, Anthony, Bailey, Barnum,
Bayard, Beck. Booth, Bruce. Burnside, Butler.
Cameron of Wisconsin, Cockrell, Conover, Dawes.
Eaton, Eustis, Gordon, Grover, Harris, Howe, La-ga- lls,

Johnston, Jones of Florida, Jones of Nevada,
Kellogg, Keraan, Kirkwood, Lamar, McCreery,
McMillan, Maxey, Morrill, Sargent, Saulsbury,
Saunders. Teller, Voorhees, Wadlelgh, Wallace,
Whyte, Withers.

Nays, 9. Christiancy, Coke, Conkling, Dorsey,
Hoar, Mitchell, Morgan, Paddock, Spencer.

Absent, 26. Armstrong, Blaine, Cameron of
Pennsylvania, Chaffee, Davis of Hlinois, Davis of
West Virginia, Dennis, Edmunds, Ferry, Garland.
Hamlin, Hereford, Hill, McDonald, McPherson,
Matthews, Merrimon, Oglesby. Patterson, Plumb,
Randolph, Bansom, Rollins, Sharon, Thurman,
Windom.

It will be seen that the vote of Mr. Teller,
then Senator, but now Secretary of the Inte-
rior, was recorded in favor of the bill. The ro-max- ks

ofSenator Withers, above quoted, also dis

HiSA, tes --3V

close tha fct that reputable pensios aUra7
instead of favoring this bill, aa k now alkfiiC
in tho newspapers, protested against it and --

deavorcd to provent its jassage. It 13 worthy
of note, too, that all tho fears which Senate
Conkling expressed as to the evil consequencaa
of this legislation have been realized. Tho fee
of pension attorneys having been thus reduced
below a reasonable rate of compensation in all
but tho simplest cases,, the practice- - ceased,
to afford any inducements to many lawyers of
ability, whilo tho unscrupulous undertook t
get tho best of the. law by securing all tha
claims they could, collecting thoir fees prior t
tho allowance of theso claims, and then aban-
doning them altogether. As Senator Conkling
happily put it : "Ono of the dearest of all com-
modities is cheap law.'

.
Tlio Army Sewsbojs la Ctmp.

To tho Edior National TBiucjrHr
During the campaign in front of Petersburg

Ya., in 1S6-I- , when General Early, was vigor-
ously threatening to attack Washington city
and whilo General Grant, with the PoJoma
Army, was holding-o- n to Petersburg like grinx
death, a time when many of tho old vet
felt serious apprehensions as to the safety ofour National Capital, we used to lie in tha
trenches and wait with anxiety for the daily-paper-s

to arrive. They used to reach us on.
tho mail boat at City Point, daily, at 10 a. nu,
whero our army newsboys, each equipped witha fast mulo and two leather straps, would get
them, roll them up blanket fashion not folded

strap them on to the saddle behind them,
and start for tho front at a fast gallop. Imme-
diately upon reaching tho lino that old u nasal
twang," common among our street newsboys
to the present day, would bo heard " Here'syour daily another great battlo Balti-
more & Philadelphia Inquirer! Now York:
Herald 1" which were tho three principal
papers sold at that time. On one of these oc-
casions, when tho newsboys wero cryinj out
their papers as described above, an Irishman,
in the trenches at the upper end of tho lines,
who was partially deaf, jumped up and ex-
claimed, in a loud and excited manner: "Do
yon hear 'em now? Another battle! Balti-
more sunk! Philadelphia on firo! Nw York
in h 11" Joinr H. Wolw,

Lato Co. F, Sth Mkh. Vefe
Wbxlikgto, Kax.

The Xew York donated EWes Amende Honorable.
To tho Editor Nattoztajv Tehjtjnt::

In writing: a little reminiscence of tho wasI havo unintentionally aroused the indig-
nation of somo members of tho New York:
mounted rifles. I am sorry for this, as every-cavalryma-

n

know3 that the reputation of this
regiment is tho very best. About tho close of
tlio rebellion I read an article in a newspaper-concernin-

the regiment, which I thought was
quite complimentary, setting forth that the
New York mounted riSes showed such fin
discipline aud the members were so intelligent
that they were continually detailed at corps
and division headquarters. I knew the last
colonel of tho regiment very well, and no befe-t- er

disciplinarian or more gallant soldier served
through the war. I merely wished to mention
incidently that they did not belong to tha
command of General Sheridan. J. G. T.

S.U FeacISCO, Cat..
c

The veterans of the Fifty-fir-st Pennsylvania
regiment have held a meeting and arranged to
hold their next Eeunion at Norristown, August
21.1S51.

TFAOTED ADDBESSEa
Adtcrtliexxsnto Inserted voder thlz hitul at the rate oftwerg'fctecenUf&rtknclau. A&lmsreptfaai advertiser,carcqfTiiEXxnoxxL --Teiecse.

"YTTANTED. The post-- office addrasses of the allowing
7 T oBjcers of the respective nUUory organization

named: G. H. Ulster. &-- i Pa.; Joe Johnson, S4b Pa.cav.; D.H. Smith. Yerertn Association, Perry coantv.Pa.; Snr-e- oa H. H. Bscaer, IHth. N. T. ; i A. Xwe.loth 3as3.,-- G C Wheeler, Co. D.MhVL: Capt. A. W
Fenton.athO.cav.; IV. W. Jtmies.SthO.IadVibat.; A.5".Mort09.2;Q Mich; H. H. Richards, TTtn S. Y.;

B. ilasf. car,
-- ?raIfcer5 Stfh Masar. H. Robinson, 9th jrast.T.

E.H1II; Everett Guard, W. th 3te&, J. X.Whucorab; i2U O. V. J., C. E. Henry; 3Kh O.V. I.,Capt. 2tm ; 1st Ylrgiaiacav., Capt Tbas. Winters; JWtlr2A . vols., Capt. A. S. Fitch , 3th 5T. Y. hesxy art, Com-
rade Eoycs ; UStfa Pa. vets.. Geo. Williams; d Pa. cav..J. M. Dawson; ZAsi Conn, vufa; John A. Brown ; S2d Ind.
vpl3., Liecr. Joseph Morris ; SOth . vafa, E. F. Kss ; 1st
Mcyois 1 apt H. E. Seilen, Co. O; 12ih K. J. vofa..UStanley; UU1 Wis. vols.. Majors. C Cobto, president;
lftn Pa., G 3t Gray ; 113th Ps J. W. Aid. 31. &; S3tPi, Or. T. Welfcj; S5th Pa 6eo. We: Co. A,3th X. T.Casper Vehner ; 27t!xN. Y. tat. CoL Chsg. A. Wells . Ut
ltth Iowa lat, B. S. Eogera; 17th Iaira, LieatB- -

"TTTT'-AXTT- TJia oMmi!.!- - T.!mt
Y-- ".. or any member ofCa.1, 3tth Y by J. P. Baiter, care of Chaa. HIcis. CUs-t-on

are. 2 cwari, 2 . J. H&-2f-c

T!Pr4?3V'nie ad'Jri3 of Eolsert Cbnly, of Ce,
J I B, 13th Indiana; Bill Edwirds and Beesc Stevens,of Indiana reslments; Sergeant Smith and Hearr TT.Wheeler, of Co. I, and H. Hill, of C. K. I3th aiassacha-ser- o.

who anew me In Andersonvllle andFlorence Fri
on3,brHoffardCarrtTaeoma, Waah. lez. Is-1- 5t

f AKTED The names and addresses of any mea- -t
V rbeis of Co. H. 1st ilinnesota Mounted Hangers,

especially Orderly Serjeant Enoch Cowan, who servedunder Gsneral Sibly,by Carrie J. Cromwell, Orleans;2eb. 115-- tt

f ANTED. The name and addresses of any officers
X 0 camrades of Co. Fr 6th Pa. cav by William.
Ahrens, aaanville,!!!. lla-- it

"ty-AXTE-
D. The address of CSjrt.Ses. of S3th IoTOr.

7 also. Chas. Gardner, of 95th Ohio.'by T. C Allen.Galva.an- - llfi-- 2t

'TnTAltTED. The address of Went. Ross or any com-- jf
rade of Co. I. 2d Kan. car. while in camo at Camsnair,near Shawnetown, Kait,, by Charles P.SheWon,

X)aw3, Wright county, la. 116-4-6

f AXTJ&R. The address of any comrade of Cw. F,
7 lSSthi-.Y.voI-

a., by "William 3XcSinney, Iantha,
3I- - US-- it

f --i Theaddressof any officers ormembersof
T Co. A. 2d lad. car., by Jacob 3f. Schwartz. Him-mon- a,

Ind. KG-4- t

T&b MM Life eM faMiy AssoeMoi
OF

Washington, D. C,
presents a new and novel plan of Insurance that prom-- .
ises to become the mostpopulsr institution of the kin
in the land, UnliSe all other companies In existcne.

You Live tq Win,
Any person, male or female, of sound mind. Is eligible tmembership 'Blthoat medical examination. Policies ofone amount only one thousand dollars wiHbc amedto one person, to mature In five veass, when the holderwill be paid ono thousand dollars. The total cost liestimated to be between three hundred and fifty and
four hundred dollars. The editor of this paper i3 wellacquainted with the officers of thi3 company, of whom,
he gpeats In another column. That you mar fully
understand the plan, write to the secretary for & acircular, which contains fall particulars.

P. S. RIDDUS, Secretary,
1314 F Street X-- W.,

Washington, D. C
Mention The Sational Tribune.

CANVASSERS WANTED,
MALE A:3 FE3IAXE.

BI& MOOT.Immediately address
Cranse Judd Co., 731 Broadway, New Torl&

SlentioaThe National Tribune.

FARMS OE SALE. Sendforfr.
y niuimn catalocae. ITaps of Ylrrfnia, 25a,

MAKSIXG a STAPLES & CO., Bichmoad, T.
Mention The National Tribune.

tSir Something" NevI
Warm as toast Ladies' and Gentlemen's Flexible Bub-b- er

atittens. just what you want fcr fall and winter 03-- .

No more cold wet hands. These HHtcns are made from,
pure Para Euboer, so treated in manufacture as to be pex-lec-tly

tiesflaleand never crack , made in handsome black
color ta Imitate black kid with heavy warm fleece lining--.

These Mittens are not stiff or cumbersome liie most rub-
ber mittcn3, but ara as salt as fcid,wh Jch thev rsaemble so
closely that on the street they would be mis&tken for oaa
another. "Wesend asaaple pairef eiherl3die3arffenta
post-pai- d for see.; 5 pairs.5i.S9. Full tejrmswJth every lot.Agents wanted. BABCOCK & CO., Centerbrook, Conn.

aientioa The National Tribune.

CARD COLLECTORS, IUnmlnaJed
Gilt, Em-
bossed, and

Imported Cards. Sis elegit sets, SO cards 'no- - two alike)
fortea 2c. stamp. Cataiojroe free. Address J. W. Tat-XO- K

& SJK , Publishers. Rochester, N. Y. Cat. this out)
Mention The National Tribune.

Large Size, all Galdt Silver and Motto Cards5fi with name. 16c. A beautiful present free with.
an order for three packs. Agents' LirR9 Sampl

Album, 25cent3. Hamdcn Card "Works, Hamden, Coca,
Mention The National Tribune.

P. a R Fl S 50 Satin Finish Cards, New Imported
U n U u u designs, name on and Present Free for lOcv
Cut this oat, CLINTON BG03. fc CO. dintonville, Ct,

ilention The National Tribune.

Elegant Chromo Cards, new deslsns.bestpack ev50 firodnced, Always Please. Try them. Name oh,
PRINTING C-O- Northford. Conn.

Mention Th National Tribune.

nrpTr tha J2jt Cards for the money; so lorlte.Xlv X Premium with 3 packs. E. PAIUE3t,
New Haven, Conn.

Mention Tha National Tribune.

A. E. EXCHANGE CAKDS.-N- ine handsera da signs. In colors,appropriato to the Order. WKk;
manship drst class. Agents wanted lg !T?2.:S?8SvS?
for samples and terms to ageate. J, Sv MASON, HniHn
Ohio.

Mention TheyatlonalTrfbgne.

$5 to $20(fatISlG,S;
HeaUoTk NUI Xrifcua.


